
Recommended Books Years 5 & 6

Below is a list of books that we can recommend to children in Years 5 and 6. We 
must stress that this is not compulsory reading and should merely be used as a 
guide to the types of books and the level of challenge for children in these year 

groups.

Fiction:

• Amari and the Night Brothers 
• Goodnight Mr Tom
• Murder Most Unladylike
• When the Sky Falls
• Mortal Engines
• The Explorer
• The Many Worlds of Albie Bright
• Percy Jackson series
• The Graveyard Book
• Kensuke’s Kingdom
• Five on a Treasure Island
• Time Travelling with a Hamster
• The Light Jar
• Kick
• Millions
• While the Storm Rages
• Cogheart
• Cloud Busting
• Rumaysa: A Fairy Tale
• Harry Potter series
• The Imaginary
• The Parent Agency
• The Boy at the Back of the Class
• The Night Bus Hero
• Charlotte’s Web
• Stig of the Dump
• Artemis Fowl
• Five Children and It
• Beetle Boy Trilogy
• The Last Bear
• The Secret Garden
• Wonder
• A Series of Unfortunate Events
• The Girl of Ink and Stars 
• Holes

• Onyeka and the Academy of the Sun
• The Indian in the Cupboard
• The Nowhere Emporium
• Skander and the Unicorn Thief
• Roof Toppers
• The Legend of Podkin One-Ear
• The London Eye Mystery
• The Queen’s Nose
• Who Let the Gods Out?
• The Hobbit
• The Tom Gates Series
• The Demon Headmaster
• The Bubble Boy
• Goldfish Boy
• The Boy Who Sailed the Ocean in an 

Armchair 
• My Brother is a Superhero
• Loki: A Bad God’s Guide to Being 

Good
• The Arrival
• The House with Chicken Legs
• The Last Wild
• Skulduggery Pleasant 
• The Wonderful Wizard of Oz



Poetry

• Kings and Queens by Eleanor Farjeon
• Poems from the First World War by Gaby Morgan
• Funky Chickens by Benjamin Zephaniah 
• Please Mrs. Butler by Janet Ahlberg
• Overheard in a Tower Block by Joseph Coelho
• Michael Rosen’s Book of Silly Poems
• The Highwayman by Alfred Noyes
• The Jabberwocky by Lewis Carroll
• Revolting Rhymes by Roald Dahl
• Poems Aloud
• A Poem for Every Day of the Year

Non-Fiction

• The Horrible Histories Collection
• The Little People, Big Dreams Biography series 
• The Street Beneath My Feet
• Everest
• The Colours of History: How Colours Shaped the World
• Survivors 
• Fantastically Great Women who Changed the World
• Stories for Boys who Dare to be Different
• Shackleton’s Journey
• Amazing Muslims who Changed the World
• Goodnight Stories for Rebel Girls
• Mythologica
• Young, Gifted and Black
• You Are Awesome 
• Amazing Evolution: The Journey of Life 
• Planetarium 
• Beyond the Sky: You and the Universe
• You Are a Champion by Marcus Rashford
• On the Origin of Species by Sabina Radeva
• How to Make a Better World
• Plastic Sucks!
• Herstory 
• Suffragette: The Battle for Equality
• Britannica All New Kid’s Encyclopaedia
• Dr. Maggie’s Grand Tour of the Solar System 
• Black and British
• Just Like Me


